Hi Mark - 
 
It is so nice to hear that you appreciate what we do here, this after witnessing all the folks volunteering their time to help improve skiing on Nason (particularly Bill!).  There are a couple ways the Kahler community could help us:  
 
1)  Continued cash support for the grooming within the compensation structure we have used for the past several years.  I believe it is fair and reasonable, and an excellent value for Kahler as well.  Did you see the Seattle Times article on our ski trail system?  They directly tied our ski trails and Kahler Glen condo rentals.  What is that worth?!  This support goes directly into the winter recreation program here at the park.
 
2)  Outside of the winter rec program, donations can be made to the park to support our general operations.  Donations can be made with a specific, mutually agreeable use.  This could be support for summer interpretive programs, trail improvements, a picnic shelter, a bench perched in a spot with a nice view, a new roof on a restroom, oil changes for all the vehicles . . .  whatever.  If a donor would like to see a specific and mutually agreeable improvement this is the way.   A "General Donation" stays in the park and is used at our discretion to support our total operation.
 
3)  Purchase a Discover Pass.  This is the vehicle pass which allows access to all state lands.  This new pass program is supposed to offset our agency being completely weaned off state general fund support (i.e. tax dollars).  It appears to be falling far short of that goal at this time.  Pass proceeds support all parks, and the pass is required to enter the park (or any park) during normal operations (not valid while the Sno Park program is in place).
 
We will be learning in the coming months how severe our cuts will be.  I expect at a minimum we will take significant staff cuts.  Drastic cuts are possible, both in staffing and our operational budget.  In this climate, I would likely use General Donation funds to help pay for any lost park aide time (these folks get $9 - $10 an hour and do the lion's share in just keeping the place clean and safe) and also "Community Service Workers" - a supervised crew of minor law breakers who we hire at about $10 per head for about 6 hours labor.  They do beach cleanup each spring, road and trail work, and other simple labor-intensive work. 
 
 
Individuals, or Kahler as a whole can donate with a check made out to Washington State Parks.  For General Donations - just write on the check "Donation to Lake Wenatchee State Park".  That assures the funds stays here.  Individuals interested in a specific use for their donation should contact me for more details.  
 
 
Thanks so much for your interest in helping us out!
 
 
Rick Halstead, Park Manager
Lake Wenatchee State Park
Office (509) 763-3101
Cell (509) 630-0038
Fax (509) 763-1029
lake.wenatchee@parks.wa.gov



